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The Master’s Mission Statement

The Master will set the standard and provide proper instruction to enable the Brethren to apply the Square and Compasses of the duly recognized but often forgotten Principles to the incidents of their own everyday Masonic lives, and with their aid to produce a Perfect Ashlar which may in turn be of service to the less experienced Craftsmen as a faithful and reliable guide and model. Keith Luck, Master

The Order of the Star 

In the Apron lecture of the first degree we are told that the Masonic apron was more honorable than the Star and Garter. Last month we discussed the Garter, here is a short discussion of the Order of the Star.

[The Order of the Star was created by King John II of France on November 16, 1351 at the beginning of the Hundred Years War. It was in imitation of the English Order of the Garter and was to gather around the King the 500 best members of French chivalry. Actually they never were more than 100, and the Order lasted very briefly. The Knights of the Star, faithful to their oath never to retreat nor surrender before the enemy, died practically all in the following years of widespread war. 
Actually they were all dead by the time King John II was made a prisoner at Poitiers in 1356, five years later... The order was never revived, although, just like for the Templar Order, many fake Orders of the Star were contrived in the following centuries. Some historians say that it was a royal plaything and at the time of its formation its founder was engaged in acts of despotism and destruction.]
Author unknown
********************
Again, Freemasonry is in striking contrast to such conceptions as practiced by the knights of chivalry. JT
 Freemasonry teaches not merely temperance, fortitude, prudence, justice, brotherly love, relief, and truth, but liberty, equality, and fraternity, and it denounces ignorance, superstition, bigotry, lust, tyranny and despotism. -H. W. Coil-Stress mine JT

From the East:
Philosophy of Masonry:  This expression opens an immense field for the intelligent Mason to explore.  The Philosophy of Masonry involves the history of its origins, an inquiry into the ideas it is based upon, an investigation of its specific form, an analysis of its several degrees, and a development of the ideas which are illustrated by its ritualistic emblems, myths and allegories, and which speak to us through its sublime system of symbols.

The above is from A Dictionary of Freemasonry by Robert Magoy.  It is a wordy but accurate explanation of “a beautiful system of morals, veiled in allegory and illustrated through symbols”.  However, at this time in our history Masons in this country have occupied themselves merely with the outward and material forms of the institution.  They have rejected the importance and necessity of a deeper insight into its character and teachings.  This insight is the most important part of making a Mason.

Masons are challenged by the changes in society, whether it is war, social upheaval, or economic disaster.  The prosperity of the Order after World War II was completely reversed by the social revolution of the 1960s.  This is affecting the Fraternity today as there is a large disparity in the number of older Brethren compared to those between the ages of 40 and 60.  This has created a movement of recruiting younger men who are not worthy to become Masons or are incapable of truly under-standing the meaning, purpose, history and structure of the Order.

There is that latent in Freemasonry that makes it exactly the institution most needed in this age.  But Freemasonry must be idealized.   It cannot be treated as a club, business, social club, or service organization.  The Order consists of far more than just donations, fund raising and public involvement.  Freemasonry was established on the tenets of Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth; not for the Fraternity, but for the individual Mason to practice.  This is where we must concentrate our efforts.

The work of the lodge is to make men into Masons.  The business of the lodge is incidental to this.  We tend to find it easier to involve ourselves in our lodge business and ignore making ourselves competent in the ritual necessary to the proper performance of the work of the lodge.  Too often it becomes necessary to ask someone to travel hundreds of miles to help a lodge to perform its work.  Although this is necessary for smaller lodges, it is an embarrassment to those lodges with the membership available to perform its work without help.

For those Masons who take their obligations seriously and desire to improve themselves as Masons, it is imperative that they rededicate themselves to the Order.  The Philosophy of Masonry is ignored far too much in our Fraternity.  In fact, there is only one published work I found which addresses it, the “Rationale and Ethics of Freemasonry” by Arnold.  Therefore, we must continually reevaluate our priorities as Masons.  Take a few moments to read the ritual and to philosophize on it.  Think about what the words of Masonry mean to you, as an individual Mason.  Remember the tenets and virtues of the Order in your daily decisions.  Make use of the teachings in the several lectures to guide you in improving yourself as a child of God, a citizen of the world, and a true brother to all Freemasons.
Keith Luck, Master
From the West

What is a mason? 

A Mason is a man who professes a faith in God. As a man of faith, he uses the tools of moral and ethical truths to serve mankind. A Mason binds himself to like-minded men in a brotherhood that transcends all religious, ethnic, social, cultural and educational differences. In fellowship with his brothers, a Mason finds ways in which to serve his God, his family, his fellow man and his country.
A Mason is dedicated. He recognizes his responsibility for justice, truth, charity, enlightenment, freedom, liberty, honesty and integrity in all aspects of human endeavor.
A Mason is all this and more. He is a member a Fraternity of men who enjoy sharing the virtues of honesty, morality, integrity and tolerance. Masons contribute, not necessarily monetarily, but by living their lives in such a manner that the world is better just because they live in it. Bob Creason, PM
From the Secretary’s desk:

Illiteracy is an Enemy to Masonry
"It requires the educated mind to appreciate and give expression to the high ideals of Freemasonry. Illiteracy, therefore, is an enemy to the Masonic institution. This is not a new conception as is evidenced by the fact that in the Fellow Craft degree, as handed down to us through the ages, the candidate's attention is pointedly directed to the necessity of becoming familiar with the liberal arts and sciences. It is not only vital to Freemasonry but absolutely essential to the establishment and perpetuation of democracies." (Aldro Jenks, P.G.M., Wisconsin). John W. Taylor, PM
Carlson’s Corner

TEMPLE
The word Temple is derived from the Latin word Templum. The root of this word is Temp meaning “to cut or scribe,” as in template. The ancients observed flights of birds and cut or scribed their direction on the ground with sticks. Ancient seers then used these markings to get their bearings and guide their travels.

Masonic Temples similarly help their members “to get their bearings”
 So Temple does not mean a place of worship to Freemasons but rather a place to find direction for successful living. It is indeed an “Ancient Masonic usage,” which also alludes to the various levels of King Solomon’s Temple where masons met. This meaning is taught to all Masons who take the Scottish Rite Degrees. 

In days gone by, all of our Masonic buildings were prominently labeled Temples. Political correctness has now caused them to become “ Centers, Buildings, or Lodges.” We, I suppose, don’t want the public to think that Freemasonry is a religion, so rather than explain the ancient Masonic meaning of Temple, someone simply changed it. 

But that someone could not be a Freemason, as all Freemasons have sworn to conform to all ancient Masonic usages, so far as the same shall come to their knowledge! They have also admitted that it is not in the power of any man, or body of men, to make innovations in the body of Masonry!
 So the desecration of our Temples appears to be the work of the same people. Gunnar Carlson, PM Chaplain
Coming events:

June 4 DAD Ritual Practice 9:00 AM*

June 6 Kingston Lodge- Back a Century to the Turn of the Century. 12:00 Noon
June 13 DAD Stated Meeting 9:00 AM**

June 20 DAD Ritual Practice 9:00 AM*

June 27 DAD Stated Meeting 9:00 AM**

* Kauphy and donuts at 8:00 AM

**Breakfast at 8:00 AM
E-Mail Address:

Please send your e-mail address to the worshipful Master or the Secretary and I will send the newsletter to that address so we can save the Lodge the cost of paper and postage. Visit our web site:

www.zianet.com/ae4w/dad78/
 

FATHER'S DAY

What do you say to someone 
who has been one of 
the most essential parts of your world; 
someone who took you by the hand 
when you were little 
and helped to show the way?

What do you say to someone 
who stood by to help you grow, 
providing love, strength, and support 
so you could become the person 
you are today?

What can you say to let him know 
the he's the best there is, 
and that you hope you've inherited 
some of his wisdom and his strength?

What words would you say 
if you ever got the chance?

Maybe you just say 
"I love you Dad..."

And hope he understands.

Carey Martin




1 Forms and Traditions of the Scottish Rite, C.Fred Kleinknect, p.124, ISBN 0-9708749-0-1


� Official Monitor and Ceremonies, Grand Lodge of NM, AF&AM, Fourteenth Edition  1995, p.190 and p.155





