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The Master’s Mission Statement

The Master will set the standard and provide proper instruction to enable the Brethren to apply the Square and Compasses of the duly recognized but often forgotten Principles to the incidents of their own everyday Masonic lives, and with their aid to produce a Perfect Ashlar which may in turn be of service to the less experienced Craftsmen as a faithful and reliable guide and model. Keith Luck, Master

The Square

The young Masons then said to the Old Master: "Tell us more of the square."

The old Past Master replied: "The operative masons used the square to determine if the rough ashlar were trimmed into a block of 90° on all corners and thus fit for the builder's use. The perfect ashlar is always formed from a rough ashlar by removing excess material, never by adding to it. 

"The rough ashlar always contains a perfect ashlar, and the stone is tested many times by the square to determine if it is fit for the builder's use. In Masonry, the rough ashlar is symbolic of the man who enters the Lodge for the first time, and the perfect ashlar is symbolic of the Master Mason.

"In a moral sense, the square is a symbol of morality, truth, justice, and righteousness. Man should refrain from doing to others what he would not have others do to him. This is called the principle of 'acting on the square' and has been a rule for the guidance of man since long before the time of Christ. 

"Every person has a try square of his own. It is called conscience. We use this to measure our thoughts, words, and deeds as to whether they are true or false. The extent to which this test is applied to himself in regard to his relations with his fellows measures the extent to which each man's life will be stable, honest, true, and happy."

The old Past Master said: "Now the square is the tool to be used in the making of a perfect ashlar, but the plumb and level are concerned with the use of the perfect ashlar in order to construct a wall which is straight and strong. As stones are hewed into perfect ashlars and placed in the building wall in a level and vertical manner, men are divested of their coarse habits and sinful manners, thus building a better life for the entire group through their common effort. Each man is tested by his own plumb line, his own conscience, in order for him to fit properly into the whole. Because no two men have the same talents, abilities or characteristics, no two men can use the same device to measure their fitness."

Then the young Masons said: "Please, Past Master, be more specific. We understand how to use the working tools to improve ourselves, but we are not clear as to how we can serve our fellowman in a society which is so indifferent to the needs of others."

And the old Past Master said: "This is your challenge. Your Brothers are confident that you are of high moral character, and you know that you are now a part of the great Temple of Masonry. Masonically you have reached manhood. Do your duty." Carl Claudy
From the East:

Many members of our fraternity have retired from productive careers throughout society.  Our members are retired from government, military, industry and their own businesses.  They have earned a good life.  But Freemasons never retire.

However, many of us feel that once we have served our lodges in the several places and stations culminating in the East we no longer need to maintain our ritual proficiency, willingness to coach new Masons or participate in conferring degrees.  The obligations we took on the Three Great Lights to our God, the Master and our Brethren have no expiration or retirement dates.  Freemasons never retire.

All Masons should strive for excellence in our personal and professional lives.  But Free-masonry, unlike any other organization, profession or career, is not something a man can stop “being”.  As the Marine Corps has always stressed, “Once a Marine, always a Marine.”  Once we become Masons we carry that mantle with us forever.  We are given the most distinctive badge of any fraternity, a white lambskin, which represents not our membership but that goodness we seek to maintain throughout our life as good men.  Freemasons never retire.

Whether we have served our lodges as Masters or not, we still owe a responsibility to those lodges and our brothers to assist in the conferral of the degrees, participation in the business of the lodge, and supporting our departed brother’s widows and orphans.  Once we are made Masons, we will die as Masons.  Freemasons never retire.

It should be remembered that we were “made” Masons.  We did not join a club, but made a solemn vow to be a part of a worldwide; centuries old fraternity of like-minded men who vowed to help us without reservation.  Belief in God, brotherly love, relief and truth are what bind us together rather than a task, mission or job.  These are noble goals that are lifelong commitments to ourselves, our society and our brothers.  Freemasons never retire.

So I want to challenge all those Masons who read these words:  go to lodge this month, if you are on vacation visit a lodge, call on a brother Mason you have not spoken to in awhile, pick up your Monitor and reacquaint yourself with some of our beautiful ritual, live your life as a Mason, and remove the little piques and quarrels between you and your brothers.  Recommit yourself to being a devoted Freemason and never retire. 

Keith H. Luck

Master

From the Secretary’s desk:

Symbolism 

Masonic symbolism has claimed a large share of attention, and necessarily so, because Masonry without its symbolism would be a lifeless form. It is so conspicuously the most prominent feature that every reader is eager for works which will assist him to interpret it and reveal the "hidden mysteries." Much has been written on this subject; but the book has never been produced, and probably never will be, that will fully explain the symbolism of Freemasonry. 

Coming events:

Aug 4, 2009
ritual Practice 9:00 AM*
Aug 11, 2009

Stated Meeting 9:00 AM**
Aug 18, 2009

Ritual Practice 9: AM*
Aug 25 

Stated Meeting 9:00 AM**

* Kauphy and donuts at 8:00 AM

**No Breakfast this summer. Kauphy and donuts at 8:00 AM
E-Mail Address:

Please send your e-mail address to the worshipful Master or the Secretary and I will send the newsletter to that address so we can save the Lodge the cost of paper and postage. Visit our web site:

www.zianet.com/ae4w/dad78/
