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Masonic Home Journal
300 Masonic Home Drive
Masonic Home, KY 40041
    Greetings: Worshipful Masters, Wardens, Special Guests, and Brethren all,

                       The economic chaos in our country has inspired me to write this letter.  Looking at the failure of our representatives to do what the constitution says is their responsibilities, has caused me to reflect on how many Brethren in our Masonic Fraternity are also not full filling the duties which by tradition they have accepted responsibility. 

                        It has been a blessing and a curse, that during my entire Masonic journey, I have had to travel away from my home and lodge.  The blessing is that during my journey, I have had the opportunity to visit lodges in twenty-one states across the country and a lodge in Windsor, Ontario, Canada.  I have served pro-tem in many of the lodge chairs during my visits.
                        The curse is the only office I ever held at Apperson is JR Deacon.  It is my ambition to serve as a memorable Worshipful Master.
                          Over several years, I have had the misfortune to see many lodges falling into apathy.  The cry of our leaders that our membership is going down has led many lodges to make changes that over time are going to prove dire for our fraternity.  Oh yeah, I can see you now- shaking you heads, not us!  Brethren, you are right. Apperson Lodge has for many years, had a wonderful tradition as a traveling lodge.  For many years, I looked at the flags and memorabilia on the walls at the top of the stairs, and have always been proud of our tradition.  I continue to be proud of that tradition today and having been a part of that same tradition and to carry it further down the years. 

                         When I look at the success of our Lodge, I reflect on why we have been so successful.  The answer I always come back to is two-fold.  First, we have always guarded our door well.  Secondly, the men we have traditionally allowed to come in our doors have already looked into their hearts and knew themselves to be Masons!

                          This is the true key to our success!  

                            Our tradition has always come down to these two questions: “What does it mean to be a Mason?” and “Does membership in a Masonic lodge make you a Mason?”   The answer to these questions is as different as the number of men reflecting on them.   To the men who are not reflecting on them, I ask, “Why are you here?”  The fraternity came to me from other men who added to our shared experience, and I hope by the time I see the great celestial lodge, I will have added to this experience as well.  You may ask yourself how I am able to do this since I rarely attend lodge.  The answer is; it is unusual that I do not attend a lodge somewhere on my trips.  Often serving as an officer or taking part in our Masonic ritual work.

                              When I began to learn my memory work, my Mentor Brother Kenny, worked in mine reclamation and I worked as over the road truck driver.  When Brother Kenny was home and I was home, he gave me all the learning and encouragement I could hold.  Because of our difficult work schedules, it took me longer than some to complete the three degrees.  The friendship we forged during this time is still strong today- fifteen years later.  

                               When Brother Mark Tucker was serving as Worshipful Master, the Grand Senior Warden came on an official visit. During that visit, he gave the G lecture.  Now it is true the reason he did this, is we did not have any one in lodge prepared to do it.  The Grand Senior Warden stepped up without any preparation whatever, and gave the lecture cold.  To be sure, when I arrived that day, if asked, I would have said I was already doing my part.  Seeing and hearing that brother do more, inspired me more than anything else ever had before.  I sat there and knew in my heart, I wanted to be a ritualist like him.  On that day, I began to learn the Master Masons Lecture.

                                Craftsmen, I will not say it was easy, because it was not.  What I will say is that over the six months I spent learning it, I met many wonderful masons who not only encouraged me, but gave me the most special gift of all- their TIME.  I want to add to this, that the many ovations I have received and the rewards some Brethren have presented me for my ritual work, these are treasured memories that I keep close to my heart.  However, my true goal, to inspire other men of the Craft, to find the beautiful wonders of Masonic ritual work, seems to be less successful.  I had hoped that another Craftsman would find inspiration and follow my example.  I know Brother Norman has also been hoping for a Craftsman to learn the Stair Lecture.  These lectures may be difficult to start with, but a brother may find the Fellow Craft “G” lecture an easier place to start or perhaps the Entered Apprentice apron lecture or charge, as these are shorter lectures.  Brethren, let me assure you from my own experience, that Brother … ……, Brother ….. ……., Brother …… ……, and others, all stand ready to assist you in achieving whatever goals you might choose to pursue in the Craft.  With their ready assistance, you can reach the same heights of success as many who have gone before. 
                                  Free Masonry is my Fraternity and Apperson is my Lodge.  I am proud to be a member of both.  The members of Apperson Lodge deemed me honest in my desire to become a Mason.   I believe in my heart that I have shown that they were not mistaken in their judgment of me.  Therefore, allow me to ask you one final question.  What is there about your Masonic Journey that would inspire another man to knock at the Door of Free Masonry?  

Fraternally yours,

Bro, Wallace Kemp JR

 Apperson Lodge #195                     
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