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Meetings:


We meet every second Wednesday.  Dinner is served at 18:00 and lodge is called to order at 19:30


We Practice every Tuesday at 19:00


Please Join us for our meetings, and more especially for the fellowship.


Our next stated meeting is set for August 13th and we have a family night on July 30th.  Read the article on parliamentary procedure and come prepared to participate.


Congratulations Bro. Bill Weathers on your wedding on the 12th of July.  


Thanks to M.W. Bill Beckett for converting our newsletter to PDF format.


























From the East


Brethren,


We had a lengthy discussion on Masonic etiquette last meeting.  I think we all took something away from that encounter.  We will continue that discussion in August and move into Masonic Parliamentary Procedure.  I will send out an article via email concerning parliamentary procedure.


The following taken from: Pennsylvania DeMolay; 1244 Bainbridge Road; Elizabethtown, PA 17022; (717) 367-1536


  
























































From the East (continued from page 1)








Why Parliamentary Procedure? 


Using parliamentary procedure can be, at first, a confusing task. So why bother with it? A standard system of rules of order, when properly used, accomplishes several things:


It provides an opportunity for every member of the organization to have their opinion heard and considered, and ensures that all who are entitled to a part in the decision making process get that part.


It helps to maintain an organized and efficient way of conducting business. Properly used, a meeting run by rules of order can run much faster, while still completing all necessary work, than one run less formally.


It prevents one person or group of people from unfairly controlling the decision making process against the will of the majority. It enables the presiding officer to LEAD the group without RULING the group.





Who Should Learn Parliamentary Procedure? 


Anyone involved in an organization that runs its meetings by rules of order will find a basic knowledge of parliamentary procedure helpful. It is particulary important for any presiding officer to have a working knowledge of the system.


Some organizations make use of a "Parliamentarian." This officer's job is simply to be handy with the system of procedure, to have access to the detailed rules of order, and to advise the organization on proper procedure in any given decision.
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From The South


 AN ADDRESS TO THE YOUNG LODGE OFFICER 


By G. Reeves-Brown, P.A.G.D.C. (England); D.G.Sec. (Punjab) 1935-36 





(The address is intended to place before the brother fortunate enough to be appointed to office in his Lodge a viewpoint on his responsibilities which may perhaps have escaped his notice.) 


FREEMASONRY is a Society which by means of its many lodges scattered over  the four quarters of the globe is having a more far-reaching effect in the civilized world than we sometimes imagine. We are progressing slowly but surely towards the day when Freemasonry in the fulfillment of its destiny will play a very big part in guiding public thought and along the lines of the high ideals of moral and social excellence which it endeavors to teach. 


English-speaking Freemasonry has outlived many institutions of a some what





similar character and is so well founded today that if the Landmarks on which it rests are kept secure we can look forward to a steady advance and a growing influence. 


Now the chain of Masonry which engirdles the world is composed of many links. These links vary in brightness and strength, and the failure of any to hold together can have disastrous effects on the whole chain. (continued on page 3)











From The South (continued from page 2)


The links are represented by the individual lodges, which are composed of men who meet together not merely as a loosely-knit body of casual acquaintances, but as a 


body of men bound together by close ties of brotherhood and pledged to the practice of the ideals which our Order teaches, and so one can see that the strength of the link depends as much on the individual as the lodge itself. 


It is right and proper that all brethren with natural ability to perform the duties of office in lodge should aspire to office rank, but let that aspiration come from the desire to serve the lodge and the Craft, and not merely from a desire of personal advancement. (continued on page 3)


In one of our higher degrees we have the words. "The further you advance in Freemasonry and the higher the rank to which you are elevated, the more important are the duties and the greater the services expected of you," and a realization of this is called for from each office-holder. 


It is of great importance that you now take a serious interest in Masonic  matters other than your book of ritual, for it is now that you should further prepare yourself for higher office, so that when, in due time, you reach the Oriental Chair, you can respond in all sincerity to the inspiring address which will be recited to you on that happy occasion and can feel in a position to advise and instruct your brethren. (Continued on page 4)


Delve into the history of the Craft during the past 250 years, read of its development from the momentous meeting of the four lodges in a London tavern to the present day and realize all that your forebears have done in the past to hand on to you the glorious heritage which you now possess. 


(continued on page 4) 





From The South (continued from page 3)


Appreciate the courage and high ideals of those few men who in the early days of the 1700's, in an age when religion counted for little, when loose living was


openly applauded and benevolence and charity were ridiculed and the humanitarian termed a crank, when bigotry and intolerance prevailed, dared to stand out against these abuses and by formulating our Ancient Charges established a code of moral and social conduct which sets the standard today. 


In an age when it took courage to be religious and of high moral character, Freemasonry set an example by confirming the old Landmarks of the Craft, chief of which may be said to be a firm and sure belief in the G.A.O.T.U. (Grand Architect of the Universe), the Volume of Sacred Law, and a belief in a future life, temperance in all things and charity to all men. Such were the Landmarks then and such they are today, and you, Brother Officer, in your present position should be, by the example of your own conduct, maintaining them in your own lodge. 


 











What is Parliamentary Procedure? 


Parliamentary procedure is a method for 


conducting a business meeting using an organized system of motions and rules. The system establishes who may speak and when, how topics The most commonly used system of parliamentary procedure (at least in the U.S.) is the one outlined in Robert's Rules of Order, introduced in the late 1800's by General Henry M. Robert of the U.S. Army. Robert wished to make the rules of procedure used in the U.S. Congress available to other organizations. Copies of his full rules are readily available in a local library or bookstore.


The term "parliamentary procedure" is used because these systems of rules are largely patterned on those developed to govern the English Parliament, many years ago.


(continued on page 2)
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