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The Master’s Mission Statement

It is my mission, to improve our members/membership by fulfilling the promise of additional Masonic knowledge through education and training; and to provide a framework for effective leadership to ensure the stability and long-term success of the Fraternity.

The Plumb Line 

The reading from the Book of Amos, Chapter 7, verses 7 and 8, is one in which a great moral lesson is taught by the Plumb Line. In all languages and in the experience of all builders the use of the plumb line in fundamental.

Builders depend upon the plumb line to erect perpendiculars; buildings straight and true and upright. From the use of the plumb line, we get such words as rectitude, just, true, rightness, straightness, integrity, honesty, and many others.

"Thus he shewed me; And Behold the Lord stood upon a wall made by a plumb-line, with a plumb-line in His hand. And the Lord said unto me: 'Amos, what seest thou?  And I said, 'A plumb-line.' Then said the Lord, 'Behold, I will set a plumb-line in the midst of my people Israel; I will not again pass by them any more'.“

The background of this Scripture from Amos is interesting.  Amos was an ordinary citizen of Judea who was moved of God to go to the Northern Kingdom and point out the sins that were bringing that nation to ruin. He prophesied sometime between 783 and 745 B.C. Israel was prosperous, too prosperous, for most of the people had forgotten God and were living in a time when honor and justice were forgotten virtues. There were the very rich and the very poor and a condition wherein judges could be bought as bread or oil.  The nation was crooked inside and out. God was disgusted with their evils and sins.

Amos could see no hope for Israel and felt that the only remedy God had was to destroy them utterly. So this message was one of gloom and ruin.

If you read further, you will find what God meant when He said that He would not "pass by them any more." He meant that He would not visit them, He would ignore them, they would be destroyed. "And the high places of Isaac shall be desolate, and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste; and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword."

The plumb-line is an instrument of testing. God had tested the morals of Israel and found them crooked. God had tested the loyalty of Israel and found it covered with avarice, greed, and sin. This is a lesson of judgment. We are continually being judged by God's plumb-line......we as individuals, as a nation, as a world, even as Masons. Unknown Author

From the East:

My Brethren:

I thought this would be a good time to update you on the status of our work in the Lodge.  As you may recall, Ritual is an important portion of our work.  I am please to report that Wor. Bro Gunnar Carlson has turned in 10 sections, Bro Keith Luck, 3 sections and yours truly 3 sections.  That accounts for 16 of the 19 Ritual Sections turned in by Masonic District #9.  Other Brethren contribute mightily to the work by Conferring, Lecturing, Coaching and Mentoring,  Further, we welcomed our newest Entered Apprentice, Bro Art Bernal on Aug 23.  Our Fellowcraft Brother Sam Ancira turned in a satisfactory proficiency and is in waiting for his Master Mason Degree to be conferred on Sep. 20.  Entered Apprentice Brothers Brandon and Trinity Seay are soon to turn in their proficiency's and advance.  We also have received Brothers John Hale, Doug Dent, and Steve Scott as affiliate members.  Sep/Oct and Nov should prove to be very active degree months.  I hope this short report gives you a sense that YOUR Lodge is on the move.

Fraternally, Bob Northrup, Master   

From the Secretary’s desk:

I I thought there wouldn’t be much for the Lodge to do during the summer doldrums, but as you read in the Worshipful Master’s column, we’ve been busier than a one-armed paper hanger.  This is not a complaint, for I thoroughly enjoy having our roster increase and having new Masonic Brothers and friends.  Now I’m looking forward to welcoming Autumn and whatever it brings.

Larry Cooper, Secretary

Happy Birthday

Sept. 5     Ed Boden

Sept. 16   Oscar Syfert

Sept. 20   Leroy Lozier

Sept. 27   Leo Clear

Calendar:

Sat.,  Sept 6      9AM   Ritual Practice           *Sat.,  Sept 13    9AM   Stated Communication       

*Sat., Sept 20  9AM  Called Communication Master Mason Degree conferred on Bro. Sam Ancira  

 Sat., Sept 27  9AM    Stated Communication *Breakfast served at 8:00AM

E-Mail Address:

Please send your e-mail address to:

northrupbob@juno.com or Coo30al@aol.com and I will send the newsletter to that address so we can save the Lodge the cost of paper and postage.

Visit our web page: www.zianet.com/ae4w/dad78/
