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  WM Robert Northrup, PM 575/642-0257                          Sec. Larry Cooper 575/525-0247

          Or northrupbob@juno.com                             
                     Or Coo30al@aol.com   

Volume 3 Number 2 February 2008

                               Stated Meeting 2nd and 4th Saturday

John W. Taylor PM, Editor

Worshipful Master’s Mission Statement

It is my mission, to improve our members/membership by fulfilling the promise of additional Masonic knowledge through education and training; and to provide a framework for effective leadership to ensure the stability and long-term success of the Fraternity.

What is the Symbolism of Stairs?
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The most common usage of the ladder is indeed ascension to Heaven, or coming closer to God. In Islam, Mohammed is said to have seen a ladder which he climbed up to reach God. In Egyptians tombs, many amulets have been found in the shape of a ladder. In the Book of the Dead it says, “My steps are now in position so that I may see the Gods”. 

Most usage of the ladder is symbolizing to go from this world to the next. However, this thought only assumes that there are two worlds, whereas most cultures assume three, the present, the higher (like Heaven) and the lower. Thus, the ladder can be seen to symbolize the different stages. Each stage can then be subdivided into smaller ones (like three, five and seven) to symbolize further, smaller, breakthroughs needed to be able to advance, such as puberty, adulthood, and old age.

It is also interesting to note that the number of steps is an odd number. Indeed, Vitruvius noted that most ancient temples had odd numbered steps. He cited the reason for this to be that any pilgrim climbing the stairs would necessarily arrive at the top with the same foot as the one he started out with. Hence, if the first step was taken with the right foot, it would be the right foot to reach the top. This was considered a good omen. 

It could also be because in the Pythagorian system, odd numbers were considered more perfect than even numbers. It can therefore be said that the usage of odd-numbered stairs was intended to symbolize the perfection the candidate was expected to reach. 

Also interesting is the exact number of stairs. Some tracing boards of he 18th century show only 5 steps, whereas in Hemming lectures (used in England) the total number of steps was given as 25, divided into series of one, three, five, seven, and nine. Author unknown

From the East:

Masonry today has a direct confrontation with three ruffians who are just as dangerous as were the ruffians whom you previously encountered.  These three ruffians are threatening the very life of our Fraternity.  Their names are APATHY, COMPLACENCY AND INDIFFERENCE and they are sucking the lifeblood out of our Fraternity.  They shall continue to do so until WE, just as the craftsmen of yesterday, decide to forcefully attack them with every ounce of energy and imagination that we have.  Each of us can get a great deal out of Masonry depending on what appeals to us.  The Craft is broad in its scope and work.  Won’t you resolve to derive more out of Masonry?  Why not give Masonry another chance.  See you at Lodge.

QUIZ

George Washington was Master of?

a. Alexandria Lodge #22

b. Alexandria-Washington Lodge #39

c. Fredericksburg Lodge #4

d. American Union Lodge #1

George Washington was raised a Master Mason in?

    a.  Alexandria Lodge #39

b. The Lodge in Fredericksburg

c. Fredericksburg Lodge #4

d. American Union Lodge

George Washington was Grand Master of?

a. Virginia

b. Pennsylvania
c. New Jersey

d. Was not a Grand Master

Answers next month

From the Secretary’s desk:

It’s that time to start harping on those who have not yet paid their dues for 2008.  There are still 11 members whose dues payments are in arrears.  Y’all know that we’d like to tell Grand Lodge that all dues have been received, so please send yours in now.

Happy Birthday:

February 1 – Larry Lucas                             February  22 – William Budge                     February 25 – Phil Truax
Coming events:

Sat.  Feb. 2    9AM      Ritual Practice           Sat.  Feb. 9    9AM      Stated Communication Program by Bro. Keith Luck on  “Use of the Rods”                                                           Sat., Feb. 16  9AM      Ritual Practice          Sat., Feb. 23  9AM      Stated Communication Program by RWBro. Kevin Schwebel on “The Landmarks”
Door Prize

Each month during one of the two stated meetings, either the second or fourth Saturday, a door prize will be given.  To receive the door prize, you must be present; there is no cost involved.  Each brother present will receive a drawing ticket.  The Stated Meeting for the drawing WILL NOT be announced.

George Washington Master Mason Degree

George Washington Degree – Master Mason Degree to be conferred in honor of our First President and Illustrious Master Mason Brother, will be on February 18,2008, 7:00PM, at the El Paso Scottish Rite Theater.  The first section will be in tuxedo and the second section in full costume.  Cherry pie and ice cream will be served following the degree.  If you wish to go and need a ride, I will have room for three in my car.                               Bob Northrup (642-0257)

E-Mail Address:

Please send your e-mail address to: northrupbob@juno.com or Coo30al@aol.com and we will send the newsletter to that address so we can save the Lodge the cost of paper and postage.                                                Visit our web page:   www.Zianet.com/ae4w/dad78/

