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The Master’s Mission Statement

It is my mission to improve our members/membership by fulfilling the promise of additional Masonic knowledge through education and training; and to provide a framework for effective leadership to ensure the stability and long-term success of the Fraternity. 

The symbolism of the Cedar
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We read in the Holy Writings; “Now Hiram the King of Tyre had furnished Solomon with cedar-trees and fir-trees, and with gold, according to all his desire, that then King Solomon gave Hiram twenty cities in the land of Galilee”. Lebanon is famous for the cedars, which, besides being used in K.S.T., according to legend were also used in the construction of Noah’s Ark, the Ark of the Covenant, and the cross on which Christ was crucified and in the rebuilding of the Temple by Zerubbabel.

Cedars were especially abundant in Biblical times, but there is more symbolism attached to cedars. For example, cedars produce purple cones, purple is the symbol of royalty. Cedars are famous for lasting a long time (the roof of the temple of Apollo, said to have been made with cedars, is said to have lasted 1170 years), and that they are indestructible by rot or borers, hence being compared to immortality and incorruptibility. The ancient Egyptians used it to make coffins for their mummies, the Romans carved many of their gods and ancestors using cedar. Patriarch Cyril of Alexandria (412-444 AD) likened the cedar to the flesh of Christ which remained unspoiled. Only the wrath of God was said to be mightier than cedar “The voice of the Lord breaketh the cedars...”  (Psalm 29:5). 

The cedar is prominently displayed on the national flag of Lebanon, where, ironically, it is close to extinction.  Author unknown

From the East:

Brethren, we are about to embark on a new Masonic year.  Make 2008 a year of com- mitment to participate in “your” Lodge.  Many skills are required to fulfill our pledge to offer increased Masonic knowledge.  All skills are accepted whether in the degree work, coaching and mentoring, kitchen, setting up the Lodge or just cleaning up; participate.  The challenges are many, to include a young but enthusiastic Officer corps.  In January, we will most likely have several degrees that will require your attention and assistance.  Remember when you received your degrees; many men were part of the degree and on the sidelines.  What impression did you carry away?  There is a place in Masonry for every Mason, and we look forward to seeing you in Lodge.  Are you as ready to give as you were to receive?

I thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve you in 2008.  Have a safe and Happy Holiday season. 

From the Secretary’s desk:

You’ll all be pleased to know that your  Secretary delivered checks for $300 each to the chosen local charity organizations.  These funds included $1,000 of matching funds from the Grand Lodge.

We just received some additional good news.  Next year (2008) the Grand Lodge is increasing their matching funds total to $2,000 which means if we want to apply for that total we have to have $2,000 in our Charity Fund.  If you wish to see us increase the amounts we give to our present recipients or add additional charitable organizations, takeout your checkbooks and send in money dedicated to our Charity Fund.  Any amount will help, so get busy and help make someone extra happy next year.

You all have a Happy and Healthy New Year! 

Happy Birthday

Jan. 1   Garnett Burks                                  Jan.  2   Lyndon Nutt                                    Jan. 7   Eugene Pakozdi                              Jan. 9   Bill Harrell                                        Jan. 12  Fred Waid                                       Jan. 13  James Laws                                      Jan. 25  Brandon Seay                                 Jan. 29  Larry Cooper                                  Jan. 31  Chris Brock

Calendar:

5  Jan.   9:00AM    DAD Practice***

9  Jan.   7:30PM    Jornada Stated*                                    

10 Jan.  7:30PM    Aztec Stated*

12 Jan.  7:30 PM   DAD  Stated* *

19 Jan.  9:00AM   DAD Practice***

26 Jan.  9:00AM   DAD Stated**    

A program will feature RW Kevin Schwebel speaking about  “The Landmarks”.

*Covered Dish at 6:30 PM

** Breakfast at 8:00 AM

***Coffee and Donuts

E-Mail Addresses:

Please send your e-mail addresses to:

northrupbob@juno.com or coo30al@aol.com
and I will send the newsletter to that address so we can save the Lodge the cost of paper and postage.

Visit our Web page:

www.zianet.com/ae4w/DAD78/

